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on account of the difference in their religious
feelings, appears inconceivable. Such a condition
of things would undoubtedly mark the approach
toward a real golden age. This eventuality sur-
prises us the more because we believe wrongly
that the Golden Age lies behind instead of before
us. Yet human endeavours would be incon-
ceivable, if not stupid, did we not advance toward
a happiness ever greater and more intense. Our
sorrows, our conflicts, and our sufferings are
paving the way for the birth of a new man.
Like the bronze which appears in beauty amid the
flames and refuse of the casting, religiousness, we
do not doubt, will disengage itself, pure and majes-
tic, from the age-old clutch of dogmas and religions.

XIV. Religions may thus grow weaker. They
may even disappear, but religiousness, that is,
the aspiration toward the things which are not
always of this world, will remain the eternal
companion of the thinking being. The thirst for
the ideal is inherent in man, and a normal soul
cannot dispense with it, any more than a normal
body can live without a certain quantity of oxygen.

Man, according to Boutroux, is a very peculiar
being who aspires to surpass himself. He will
return to the path of religiousness when he seriously
aims to do so.